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I am writing to re-state the views of the TTA concerning the Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
released by the FCC in April 1993. The NPRM proposes to substantially revise the rules in Part
90.239 governing automatic vehicle monitoring (AVM) systems.

The Authority's concerns have not changed since our letter to you dated July 17, 1992 (copy
attached). We appreciate your consideration of the adverse effects the proposed rules will have
on our operation and the entire toll industry.

Sincerely,

./~
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J B. Ramming G
Executive Director

JBRlSAB/jw

Attachment

No. of Copies rec'd--1l.­
UstABCOE

MIlMBIlIS: WTIIBl G. JONIS, Jl., CIIAIlIIAN, CORPUS CIWSTI • MICHAEL Y. CHOU, VICE CHAIIMAN, HOUSTON
lAY c. srom, Jl., ODESSA • BBNIY I. MUNOZ, m, SAN AN'roNiO • JAMIlS N. MUNS, PLANO • WVE IUNNllW, HOUSTON

D.4.VJD E. BDNSIlN, BEAIlMONT • JIll! Yo THOMPSON, Jl., D.4.LLAS • WIWAM MAHOIOlS, Jl., D.4.LLAS • RAUL A. BESTEIIO, Jl., BIOWNSVDJ.E
NA1'HEIYNE A. KBNNIDY', HOUSTON. PIIIUP MONTGOMDY, D.4.LLAS • JOHN B. RAMMING, EXECUTIVE DIII!CTOR • HARRY KABLER, SECRETARY-TREASURER

AN AGENCY OF THE STATE OF TEXAS



,...---...-- .. - -

July 17, 1992

Ms. Donna R. Searcy
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
Washington, D.C. 20554

RE: RM No. 8013
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OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
I am writing to express opposition on behalf of the Texas Turnpike
Authority (the "Authority") to the referenced rule making petition
of Pacific Telesis Teletrac to substantially revise the rules in
Part 90.239 governing automaeic vehicle monitoring (AVM) systems.

The Authority is an agency of the state of Texas which owns and
operates toll highways and bridges. Our largest and busiest
facility is the Dallas North Tollway, a 20+ mile long highway which
serves as a major commuting corridor for the Dallas metropolitan
area from the far northern suburbs of Dallas to the central
business district.

Since 1989 the Authority has used AVM technology supplied by Amtech
corporation for non-stop, cashless, electronic revenue collection
at all of our 63 separate toll collection lanes on the Dallas North
Tollway. This program has been a resounding success, both for our
agency and for our patrons, as can be noted from the following:

Nearly 50,000 vehicles
transponder devices in
area.

are equipped with TollTag
the greater Dallas metropolitan

Over 20,000,000 toll transactions are collected
electronically annually tnrough the use of the AVM system.

The majority of peak hour commuter traffic on the Dallas
North Tollway makes use of the AVM system, enabling the
highway to handle ever-increasing traffic counts while
simultaneously reducing traffic congestion, revenue
collection costs, overall vehicle emissions, etc.

The AVM system has been the subject of a recognition award
for innovation by the Federal Highway Administration in
1990.
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We understand that the PacTel petition, if allowed, would grant
exclusive use of large portions of the 902 - 928 MHz spectrum to
PacTel for its infant Teletrac service. We oppose exclusive
allocation of this spectrum to anyone user or service and believe
strongly that the public interest would dictate that the Commission
should retain use of this spectrum on a shared basis as it has been
successfully utilized by hundreds if not thousands of users in the
past.

It is important to note that implementing AVM equipment for
electronic toll collection will in many instances require use of
large numbers of tag readers in close proximity. This, in turn,
requires the system readers to operate with approximately 2 MHz
channel separation to avoid cross interference.

In our case, we utilize barrier collection plazas of up to 16 such
adjacent lanes, and it is essential to maintain lane discrimination
of individual vehicles both for auditability and enforcement
purposes. Moreover, such multiple readers are desirable in the
sense that in the event of a reader failure for any reason, we wish
to minimize the potential for "single points of failure" forcing
closure of more than one or two lanes at any time.

We note that Teletrac has, as we understand it, fewer than 5,000
users nationwide. It would seem to us that it is a poor allocation
of scarce radio spectrum to dedicate exclusively large portions of
it to such a service, particularly when our agency and a number of
others in several states already have over 300,000 users of AVM
equipment today for electronic toll collection. Instead, services
such as Teletrac should be required in the public interest to be
designed to be sufficiently robust to allow for shared spectrum
usage, as is our AVM equipment.

We also draw your attention to the fact that in addition to the
steadily increasing use of the existing system by the Authority and
its patrons, construction is underway on a further northern
extension of the Dallas North Tollway, which will require us to
equip an additional 21 lanes with AVM equipment within the next two
years. Thus, grandfathering existing licenses is not adequate to
serve our needs.
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Finally, it should be noted that Congress articulated a strong
federal policy in favor of dramatically increased and widespread
use of technologies such as our AVM system in the new Intermodal
Surface Transportation Act and the related Intelligent Vehicle
Highway Systems Act of 1991. We urge the Commission to respect
this federal policy mandate by ensuring availability of at least
the same amount of spectrum to AVM systems such as ours in the 902

928 MHz band as has been historically available in the
Commission's past application and administration of the Part 90.239
rules.

Thank you for your consideration of our comments.

sincerely,

ohn B. Rammi
Executive Dire
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